
This p u blication is in ten ded a s a general 
reference to infor m t he p u blic an d a s si s t  
t he m with t heir parking  need s a n d / o r con-
cern s.  It s ho uld not be viewed a s providing 
legal advice an d i s s u bject to ch a nge with-
out notice. 
 
Pu blished:  March  2005 

 

 
For more information contact :  

 
Ha mil t o n  Mu n ic i p al   

Pa r k i ng Sys t e m 
 

  Physical Address: 
  80 Main St reet West a t  

S u m mer s Lane 
  Ha milton, ON 

 
  Mailing Address: 

  71 Main Street West 
  Ha milton, ON  L8P 4Y5 

 
  Pho ne: (905) 540-6000 

  Fax: (905) 540-6001 
  E mail: pa rking@hamilton.ca 

  www.ha milton.ca / p a rking 
 

Office Ho ur s:   
Mond ay to Friday 

    8:30 a. m. to 4:30 p. m. 
 
 
 

 

Residential Driveway Access Permit Program  

Ca n  I  r e m o v e  a  Ci t y  t r e e  t o  b uild  
a  d r iveway o r  a n  a p p r o a c h ? 
 

The in s t alla tion of a d riveway or driveway 
extension will not be approved if the pro-
posed driveway is u n der t he ca nopy 
(bra nc hes) of a City t ree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wha t  c a n  I  do abo u t  wa t e r  r u n-
n i ng  dow n  my  n e ig hbo u r’s d r ive-
way o n t o  my  p r o p e r t y ? 
 

Driveway disp u tes m ay be a p rivate / civil 
m a t ter.   Contact t he Building a nd Licensing 
Division a t 905-546-2424, ext. 2782 for 
information. 
 
Is  my n e ig hbo u r  allowe d t o  b uild  
h i s  d r iveway o n t o  my p ro p e r t y ? 
 

Driveway disp u tes m ay be a p rivate / civil 
m a t ter.   Contact t he Building a nd Licensing 
Division a t 905-546-2424, ext. 2782 for 
information. 
 
Ca n  I b uild  my  d r iveway n e a r  a  
fi re  h y d r a n t  o r  h y d r o pole ? 
 

Your driveway m u s t be .91 met res (3 ft.) 
away from a fire hydran t or pole.  
  

 

RESIDENTIAL 
DRIVEWAY ACCESS  
PERMIT  PROGRAM 

 



Wha t  i s  t h e  fe e  for  a  Re sid e n t i a l  
Driveway Acc e s s  Pe r mi t ?   
 

The application processing fee for a Reside n-
tial Driveway Access Per mit is $62.47 (2004 
r a te, s u bject to ch a nge) an d includes G.S.T. 
 
Wha t  i s  t h e  co s t  t o  h av e  a  d r ive-
way a p p ro a c h  o r  c u lve r t  e n t r a n c e  
i n s t a lled ?   
 

Once you receive approval from the Drive-
way Investigator, t he Pu blic Works Roads 
Dis trict s t aff in your a rea will con t act you to 
provide you with a q uote to ins t all a concrete 
driveway approach or culvert en tr a nce.  
They will also inform you if t hey will do t he 
ins t alla tion the mselves  or provide  you with 
a  list of bonded cont r actors who are a u t hor-
ized to do the work. 
 
Ca n  I  p u t  s o m e  a s p h al t  a t  t h e  bo t-
t o m of t h e  s id ewa lk so I c a n  m a k e  
m y  ow n  a p p r o a c h / r a m p  t o  my  
d r iveway ? 
 

No.  Pu t ting a sp h alt on  t he road to crea te or 
exte nd a d riveway approac h ra mp, or p u t-
ting a ny material on t h e roadway witho u t 
a u t horization from the City, is dee med to be 
obst r ucting, e nc u mber ing or fouling the 
highway a n d, t herefore, cont r avenes t he City 
of Ha milton Street s By-law.  Anyone fou n d 
guilty of a n offence u n der t his by-law is s u b-
ject to a pen alty of up to $5,000 a n d is liable 
for all cost s for re moving t he obs t r uction or 
enc u m bra nce.  

T h e  R e s i d e n t i a l  Dr iv e w a y 
Acce s s  Pe r mi t  Progra m allows 
property owners to establish a new or 
modify an existing driveway approach or 
culvert entrance so residents can park on 
their own property.  

 

Do I n e e d  a p p r ova l t o  b uild  a  
d r iveway o r  d r iveway a p p ro a c h ? 
 

Yes.  The Driveway Investigator, a t  905-
546-2424, ext. 4578, ca n confirm if per-
mis sion or a n application is req uired to:  
 
h Build a driveway on you r  property. 

h Inst all a new driveway approach or 
c ulvert e n t r a nce. 

h Widen a n exis ting driveway approac h 
or c ulvert en t r a nce. 

h Inst all a te mporary driveway ap-
proac h to provide acces s to vehicles 
for cons t r uction project s, ho me reno-
vations, etc.  

 

Ca n  I  pa r k  o n  o r  ove r  t h e  s id e-
walk  t o  ge t  a n  ex t r a  ca r  o n  my  
d r iveway ?   
 

No.  Parking over t he City sidewalk or on a  
bo ulevard between t he sidewalk a nd t he 
roadway is not per mit ted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wha t  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  wid t h  of a  
d r iveway a p p ro a c h ?   
 

h single vehicle driveway approac hes a re 
4 met res (13 ft.) wide 

h m ultiple vehicle driveway approac hes 
ca n be up to 8 metres (27 ft.) in widt h  

 
Wha t  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  wid t h  of a  
c ulve r t  e n t r a n c e ?  
 

The st a n d a rd width of a  c ulvert platform 
en t r a nce (not t he pipe) is 6 metres (20 ft.) 
for residen tial properties. 
 
Ca n  I  pav e  my  e n t i r e  fro n t  y a r d ? 
 

No.  The City of Ha milton ha s a 50% green 
s p ace by-law.  Contact  t he B uilding a nd 
Licensing Division a t 905-546-2424, ext. 
2782 for informa tion. 

R e s i d e n t i a l  D r i v e w a y  A c c e s s  P e r m i t  P r o g r a m   

 
If Scenario “A” 
applies to you, 

then you need a 
Residential 

Driveway Ac-
cess Permit  

Â 


