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RECOMMENDATION:
(a)

That the General Manager, Public Works be authorized and directed to continue
discussions with Metrolinx in regards to undertaking the appropriate business
case analysis required in order to include the functional design, detail design and
construction of the B-line rapid transit corridor for the City of Hamilton in their
2009 - 2013 (5-year) Capital Budget, utilizing Light Rail Technology;

(b)

That the General Manager, Public Works be authorized and directed to continue
discussions with Metrolinx in regards to undertaking the Rapid Transit Feasibility
Study (Phase 3) in order to continue the planning and design for the A-line rapid
transit corridor, utilizing Light Rail Technology, in conjunction with the design and
construction of the B-line rapid transit corridor for the City of Hamilton as part of
their 2009 - 2013 Capital Budget, with design and construction funds to be
included in a future (5-year) Capital Budget;

(c)

That the General Manager, Public Works be authorized and directed to report
back to an appropriate Committee of Council following the release of the Final
Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), Investment Strategy and 5-year
Capital Budget;

(d)

That the General Manager, Public Works be authorized to and provide a copy of
report PW08043d to the Metrolinx CEO and Chair of the Metrolinx Board for their
information and consideration in the development of the final Regional
Transportation Plan, Investment Strategy and 2009 - 2013 (5-year) Capital
Budget;

SUBJECT:

Rapid Transit Feasibility Study - Draft Regional Transportation Plan
(PW08043d) - (City Wide) - Page 2 of 52

(e)

That the General Manager, Public Works be authorized and directed to continue
its undertaking of required rapid transit initiative studies and aggressive public
consultation program for Rapid Transit in Hamilton.

(f)

That the items related to the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study and the Metrolinx
Regional Transportation Plan Process be identified as completed and removed
from the Public Works Committee Outstanding Business List.

_______________________
Scott Stewart, C.E.T.
General Manager
Public Works

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
In June 2007, the Province of Ontario released their MoveOntario 2020 plan, which was
a multi-year rapid transit action plan for the Greater Toronto Hamilton Area (GTHA).
Metrolinx was then established by the Province to develop and implement a Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) along with an Investment Strategy and Capital Plan.
The draft RTP, which was based on the development and public/stakeholder
consultation of seven (7) Green Papers and two (2) White papers produced by
Metrolinx, was endorsed by the Metrolinx Board on September 26, 2008 and contains
15 Strategic Directions and nearly 100 actions required to be implemented to achieve
the vision, goals and objectives of the document. It is believed that the achievement of
the plan will result in enhanced prosperity, environmental sustainability and improved
quality of life within the GTHA. Metrolinx and the Provincial government believe that the
cost of not implementing this aggressive strategy is higher than the $50 billion price tag
of the projects identified in the document, as the cost of congestion is estimated at $6
billion annually.
City of Hamilton staff from Public Works, Planning & Economic Development, Corporate
Services, Public Health, and Community Services all participated in the review of the
Metrolinx Green and White Papers, with consolidated comments (Appendix A &
Appendix B) sent to Metrolinx for their consideration in the formation of the draft
Regional Transportation Plan.
In general, the draft RTP identifies four corridors within City of Hamilton limits, as well
as improved GO Train services. The corridors and their level of funding priority,
according to the draft plan are as follows:
•
•
•

B-Line (Eastgate to MacMaster University), identified within Metrolinx’s top 15
priorities, within the 15 year plan
A-Line (Downtown to the Airport), identified within the 15 year plan
T-Line (Hamilton Mohawk, connecting Main Street along Mohawk Road to
Ancaster Meadowlands), identified within the 25 year plan

SUBJECT:
•

Rapid Transit Feasibility Study - Draft Regional Transportation Plan
(PW08043d) - (City Wide) - Page 3 of 52

S-Line (Centennial Rymal), connecting Eastgate Square to the Ancaster
Business Park, identified beyond the 25 year plan

A map outlining these corridors has been included as Appendix C. In addition to the
above noted corridors, City staff have added potential extensions to planned lines and
an additional rapid transit corridor into Waterdown (L-Line) that would form Hamilton’s
future “B-L-A-S-T” rapid transit system. It should be noted that although the lines follow
existing higher order transit corridors that have previously been identified in the Growth
Related Integrated Development Strategy (GRIDS) and use corridors to connect key
City nodes, specific corridor selection studies and Class Environmental Assessments
are still required for each line identified and would be subject to Council approval and
that “B-L-A-S-T” is a concept only at this stage.
The final Regional Transportation Plan, Investment Strategy and 5-year Capital Plan, all
expected to be released in late November 2008, will have significant impacts for the
planning of transportation infrastructure in the GTHA and for Hamilton’s potential rapid
transit system, as the Province is expected to contribute significant capital dollars
towards each of the identified corridors, although the exact timing has yet to be
determined.
The draft Investment Strategy released by Metrolinx does not have a commitment from
Metrolinx to contribute to future operating costs of the transit systems that are being
constructed through the provision of capital dollars from the Province. This is not to say
that avenues to address continued funding and operating costs will not come in the
future, rather Metrolinx has determined that the public should be provided first with
viable transportation alternatives over the next 5 to 7 years, with a review of additional
funding opportunities and mechanisms to come in 2013. All municipalities, as part of
the GTHA have requested operating costs from Metrolinx in the future for when the
corridors identified in the RTP are realized.
The development of these Provincial documents and the potential funding opportunities
associated with them has allowed Hamilton to envision a full rapid transit system and to
accelerate rapid transit planning in our community, starting with a focus on the impacts
of either a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system or a Light Rail Transit (LRT) system on the
two corridors identified in both the Transportation Master Plan (2007) and in the
MoveOntario 2020 plan. As such, in November 2007, Public Works staff, together with
Planning and Economic Development staff, initiated the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study
(RTFS) Phase 1, to review the constraints and opportunities for the development of
either a BRT or LRT higher order transit system along both the A-line and B-line
corridors.
The RTFS Phase 1 was released to the public for consultation between May and
September 2008. In an aggressive public consultation campaign, staff received more
than 1600 survey responses. The resulting support for rapid transit in general is 94%
and the results can be further broken down by support for each mode, resulting in 66%
for Light Rail Transit and only 8% for Bus Rapid Transit. 20% support either mode and
6% do not support rapid transit in any form.
As a result of the public support for LRT and the constraints identified during Phase 1,
the RTFS Phase 2 was initiated with a focus primarily on LRT. Phase 2 began to look
at the Claremont Access as an alternative to the constraints of James Mountain Road,
reviewed potential lane reduction impacts, undertook a staging analysis evaluation
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between the A-line, B-line and sections of both in terms of possible construction and
reviewed the requirements for the future Rapid Transit Class Environmental
Assessment Terms of Reference.
A chronology of key dates and events, regarding the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study and
the Metrolinx draft RTP is detailed in Appendix D of this report.
In addition to undertaking the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study, Hamilton has numerous
other Corporate Policies, Vision Statements and Plans in place that support rapid transit
and LRT. These documents include Provincial Policies such as the Greenbelt Plan and
Places to Grow, along with GRIDS, Transportation Master Plan, Public Works Strategic
Plan, Corporate Energy Policy and Air Quality & Climate Change Strategic Plan Most
recently, Making Hamilton the Best Place to Raise a Child has become the corporate
vision for the City of Hamilton.
A table outlining these documents and others that support rapid transit in Hamilton, the
scope of these studies and how they support rapid transit and LRT, is detailed in
Appendix E of this report.
The draft Regional Transportation Plan developed by Metrolinx identifies four (4) transit
projects in Hamilton within the next 25 years and beyond. In order to make these
projects a reality and to develop a rapid transit system in Hamilton that works for both
the connection of nodes along the corridors across the City itself and provide an interregional connection, both east and west of the City, staff have been aggressive in
undertaking the necessary preliminary studies. These studies include determining if a
rapid transit system is feasible along the identified corridors (A-line and B-line) and what
this system could ultimately look like. Staff have also been able to determine the next
steps required in bringing this system to life, as well as to identify the important
partnerships and collaborations that need to take place, both within the City and with
external agencies, stakeholders and the public, such that once approval of a rapid
transit project is granted and funds are in place, staff can undertake the required studies
as aggressively as possible.
One project, the B-Line, is recommended to be submitted to Metrolinx for inclusion in
their first 5-year rolling Capital Budget (2009 – 2013), to be released in November 2008.
The B-Line has been identified as the preferred priority for construction as preliminary
evaluations suggest that overall, the east/west corridor (B-Line) would be the best initial
investment in terms of its cost effectiveness and providing the highest return in terms of
transit mobility. If a maintenance facility is located in the north end, the connection of
the facility to the east/west corridor, along the A-Line, would also be cost effective.
An additional project, the planning and design of the A-Line, is recommended to be
submitted to Metrolinx as the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study (Phase 3) in order to
coordinate planning and design for the A-line rapid transit corridor, in conjunction with
the design and construction of the B-line rapid transit corridor. Since the initiation of
rapid transit planning in Hamilton, these two corridors have been linked. In part due to
their interconnectivity, both to the future City of Hamilton rapid transit system and to the
GTHA by connecting to Hamilton’s Regional Transportation hub downtown, but also due
to the potential for an LRT maintenance facility located in the north end of the City,
adjacent to the proposed A-Line.
Although both the A-Line and the B-Line were identified as part of MoveOntario 2020
and evaluated for rapid transit as part of the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study, neither the
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T-line nor the S-Line has been discussed in previous staff reports, nor has staff
undertaken any public consultation specific to these proposed routes. However, given
the identification of these corridors in the recently released draft Regional
Transportation Plan prepared by Metrolinx, the potential for Provincial funding of these
corridors (S-Line and T-Line), in addition to the previously identified A-Line and B-Line,
have tremendous implications towards providing a complete rapid transit system in
Hamilton, and to the interconnectivity of Hamilton as part of the larger Regional area
encompassed by the GTHA.
Appendix C illustrates the proposed T-Line (Hamilton Mohawk) and S-Line (Centennial
Rymal), in addition to the A-Line (James/Upper James) and B-Line (Main/King)
corridors and future potential L-Line (“B-L-A-S-T”). To date, the focus of the Rapid
Transit Feasibility Study Phases 1 and 2, has been on the two routes included in the
MoveOntario 2020 announcement (A-Line and B-Line). However, the timing is now
right to encourage Metrolinx to continue with the long term planning for both the T-Line
and the S-Line.
It should be noted however, that staff, as part of the City of Hamilton review of the draft
Regional Transportation Plan and draft Investment Strategy, will be reviewing whether
the priorities for the S-Line and T-Line should be reversed. Presently, there is
significant infrastructure and land use planning taking place along these corridors
(Upper Cenntennial Parkway and Rymal Road)and moving the S-Line forward to within
the 25 year plan or earlier of the RTP, and moving the T-line to beyond their 25 year
plan, could allow the City of Hamilton, and potentially Metrolinx and the Province in the
long term, to realize potential significant cost savings and construction efficiencies as
the S-Line would run along Rymal Road and Centennial Parkway, both of which will
undergo some reconstruction in the next 5 years. Requesting this change now as part
of the review process of the draft RTP could potentially allow the City to combine rapid
transit planning and/or construction with planned infrastructure improvements and
required road widening already anticipated. The S-Line would connect the Ancaster
Industrial Park, Elfrida and Eastgate Square, and would provide access to key
destinations, employment lands, and new and recent residential development.
Metrolinx has developed a draft Regional Transportation Plan that encompasses the
area between Hamilton and Durham and includes 6 distinct Regions (Hamilton, Halton,
Peel, York, Toronto and Durham). Each of the Regions within the GTHA have
transportation priorities that have been identified as part of the RTP and each Region is
requesting Provincial funding to construct and operate these systems. Should Hamilton
choose to not submit the B-Line for funding as part of the Regional Transportation
Plan’s first capital budget, and additional planning and design funds for the A-line rapid
transit corridor, in conjunction with the design and construction of the B-line rapid transit
corridor, funding that may presently be available for Hamilton may be re-allocated
elsewhere within the GTHA. Staff believe that there are definite benefits to be realized
through construction of rapid transit lines on each of these routes in the short term and
as part of the overall potential rapid transit system in Hamilton.
BACKGROUND:
The information/recommendations contained within this report have City wide
implications.
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In June 2007, the Province of Ontario released their MoveOntario 2020 plan, which was
a multi-year rapid transit action plan for the Greater Toronto Hamilton Area (GTHA).
The plan was developed in response to concerns over transportation issues and
focused on tackling gridlock. The Provincial government focused on setting the wheels
in motion to build a rapid transit system across the GTHA that would move people and
goods quickly and efficiently, would ensure the GTHA continued prosperity and
minimize the impacts, both environmental and social, of increased congestion.
The mandate of developing and implementing an integrated multi-modal transportation
plan or Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) was given to Metrolinx (former Greater
Toronto Transportation Authority - GTTA) in December 2007. In addition to the
development of the RTP, the mandate included the development of an Investment
Strategy and Capital Plan, along with the co-ordination of other transportation
improvement programs across the GTHA, including BikeLinx, Smart Commute and the
management and implementation of the PRESTO fare card.
The draft RTP, which was endorsed by the Metrolinx Board on September 26, 2008
contains 15 Strategic Directions and nearly 100 actions required to be implemented to
achieve the vision, goals and objectives of the document. It is believed that the
achievement of the plan will result in enhanced prosperity, environmental sustainability
and improved quality of life within the GTHA. Metrolinx and the Provincial government
believe that the cost of not implementing this aggressive strategy is higher than the $50
billion price tag of the projects identified in the document as the cost of congestion is
estimated at $6 billion annually.
The draft RTP document was based on the development and public/stakeholder
consultation of seven (7) Green Papers and two (2) White papers produced by
Metrolinx. The Green Papers focused on transportation trends, challenges and
opportunities for the GTHA and best practices from around the world. The White
Papers focused on a proposed vision for the GTHA and a series of goals and objectives
that formed the basis for the RTP.
City of Hamilton staff from Public Works, Planning & Economic Development, Corporate
Services, Public Health, and Community Services all participated in the review of these
documents, with consolidated comments being sent to Metrolinx for their consideration
in the formation of the draft Regional Transportation Plan. The draft RTP and
Investment Strategy has been circulated for internal review and a consolidated set of
comments will be submitted on these documents by the end of October, for Metrolinx’s
consideration in finalizing these documents. Staff comments on the Green and White
Papers have been attached as Appendix A and Appendix B.
In general, the draft RTP identifies four corridors within City of Hamilton limits, as well
as improved GO Train services. The corridors and their level of priority, according to
the draft plan are as follows:
•
•
•
•

B-line (Eastgate to MacMaster University), identified within Metrolinx’s top 15
priorities, within the 15 year plan
A-line (Downtown to the Airport), identified within the 15 year plan
T-line (Hamilton Mohawk, connecting Main Street along Mohawk Road to
Ancaster Meadowlands), identified within the 25 year plan
S-line (Centennial Rymal), connecting Eastgate Square to the Ancaster Business
Park, identified beyond the 25 year plan
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A map outlining these corridors has been included as Appendix C. In addition to the
above noted corridors, City staff have added potential extensions to planned lines and
an additional rapid transit corridor into Waterdown (L-line) that would form Hamilton’s
future “B-L-A-S-T” rapid transit system. It should be noted that although the lines follow
existing higher order transit corridors that have previously been identified in the Growth
Related Integrated Development Strategy (GRIDS) and use corridors to connect key
City nodes, specific corridor selection studies and Class Environmental Assessments
are still required for each line identified and would be subject to Council approval and
that “B-L-A-S-T” is a concept only at this stage.
The final Regional Transportation Plan, Investment Strategy and 5-year Capital Plan, all
expected to be released in late November 2008, will have significant impacts for the
planning of transportation infrastructure in the GTHA and for Hamilton’s potential rapid
transit system.
The development of these Provincial documents and the potential funding opportunities
associated with them has allowed Hamilton to envision a full rapid transit system and to
accelerate rapid transit planning in our community, starting with a focus on the impacts
of either a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system or a Light Rail Transit (LRT) system on the
two corridors identified in both the Transportation Master Plan (2007) and in the
MoveOntario 2020 plan. As such, in November 2007, Public Works staff, together with
Planning and Economic Development staff, initiated a Rapid Transit Feasibility Study
(RTFS) to review the constraints and opportunities for the development of either a BRT
or LRT higher order transit system along both the A-line and B-line corridors.
The Rapid Transit Feasibility Study, Phase 1 investigated the major considerations in
route selection including such things as land use, existing transit service, rights of way
(widths, users, infrastructure [surface and subsurface], construction impacts), timing,
signal priority, dedicated lanes, as well as an analysis of the feasibility and requirements
for the implementation of a rapid transit system to assist in the determination of the type
of technology, LRT or BRT that should ultimately be implemented. This information was
illustrated in Staff Report PW08043, which was presented to Public Work Committee on
April 14, 2008 and was approved at Council on April 23, 2008. Immediately following
the approval of this report, staff initiated public consultation on rapid transit in Hamilton.
Based on the need to further investigate opportunities to address the constraints
identified as part of Phase 1, and the overwhelming public support for LRT early in the
study, Staff Report PW08043a, which was presented to Public Works Committee on
June 16, 2008 and approved at Council on June 25, 2008 recommended that staff not
only continue with public consultation, but that Phase 2 of the Rapid Transit Feasibility
Study look at means to address the constraints identified as part of Phase 1, with a
focus strictly on LRT.
In order to ensure that the public opinion obtained was representative of the overall City
opinion, an aggressive public consultation component was undertaken. Although
consultation continues to be on-going, significant community input, over 1300
responses, were received over the month of July 2008, which represented each City
ward. This aggressive campaign was undertaken through radio and newspaper
advertisements, making surveys available on-line and at public offices, municipal
service centres and other public facilities. The resulting support (over 1600 total
responses) for rapid transit in general is 94% and the results can be further broken
down by support for each mode, resulting in 66% for Light Rail Transit and only 8% for
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Bus Rapid Transit. 20% support either mode and 6% do not support rapid transit in any
form. Information Report PW08043b was submitted to Public Works Committee on
September 15, 2008 and was received at Council on September 24, 2008, outlining the
results of this public consultation.
The LRT focused technical analysis (Phase 2) was presented in Staff Report
PW08043c to Public Works Committee on October 6, 2008 and Council on October 15,
2008. PW08043c was for Council’s information in preparation for the recommendations
outlined as part of this staff report (PW08043d) and it was only recommended that
PW08043c be received and that it be forwarded to Metrolinx for their consideration in
the development of their 5-year Capital Budget.
A chronology of key dates and events, regarding the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study and
the Metrolinx draft RTP is detailed in Appendix D of this report.
In addition to undertaking the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study, Hamilton has numerous
other Corporate Policies, Vision Statements and Plans in place that support rapid transit
and LRT. Most recently, Making Hamilton the Best Place to Raise a Child has become
the corporate vision for the City of Hamilton. Part of Making Hamilton the Best Place to
Raise a Child includes providing transportation options that will allow people to gain
access to employment and services. Rapid Transit will improve accessibility to
employment and services by linking key nodes throughout Hamilton and by allowing
existing transit resources on the Rapid Transit lines to be reallocated to other or
expanded routes.
The Public Works Strategic Plan, which is a guiding document to the RTFS, outlines a
vision in which Hamilton is to be recognized as the centre of environmental and
innovative excellence in Canada. In order to achieve this vision, specific measurable
outcomes, and the Triple Bottom Line concepts for community, environmental, and
economic implications must be achieved. Rapid transit will provide Hamilton with an
innovative transit solution which will address priorities towards making Public Works a
leader in the greening and stewardship of the city.
More specifically LRT, will help to contribute to meeting this vision by:
•
•
•

Helping further information sharing since LRT requires expertise in a variety of
disciplines and will require people to have multi-faceted knowledge.
Requiring collaboration across a variety of divisions which will enable
responsibility sharing throughout the City.
Budgeting for light rail will be based on sustainable lifecycle funding which will
provide a stream of benefits to the City of Hamilton.

In addition to the overall visions that have been supported by City of Hamilton Council,
there are numerous policies, strategies and plans that are presently in place or in some
sort of development that also support rapid transit in Hamilton including the Provincial
Greenbelt Plan and Places to Grow.
A table outlining these documents and others that support rapid transit in Hamilton, the
scope of these studies and how they support rapid transit and LRT, is detailed in
Appendix E of this report.
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ANALYSIS/RATIONALE:
The Regional Transportation Plan developed by Metrolinx identifies four (4) transit
projects in Hamilton within the next 25 years and beyond. In order to make these
projects a reality and to develop a rapid transit system in Hamilton that works for both
the connection of nodes along the corridors across the City itself and provide an interregional connection, both east and west of the City, staff have been aggressive in
undertaking the necessary preliminary studies. These studies include determining if a
rapid transit system is feasible along the identified corridors (A-line and B-line) and what
this system could ultimately look like. Staff have also been able to determine the next
steps required in bringing this system to life, as well as to identify the important
partnerships and collaborations that need to take place, both within the City and with
external agencies, stakeholders and the public, such that once approval of a rapid
transit project is granted and funds are in place, staff can undertake the required studies
as aggressively as possible.
In addition, the Corporate visions, departmental policies and strategies, and specific
plans that are already in place to guide the future of Hamilton all support rapid transit
and the spinoffs of providing Hamilton with improved transportation options.
Rapid transit has also been identified as being important in reaching the goals of the
City’s Transportation Master Plan (TMP), Corporate Energy Policy and Air Quality &
Climate Change Strategic Plan. It can help reduce single occupancy vehicle use, help
achieve TMP targets of 20% reduction in vehicle kilometres travelled over current trends
and of increasing the transit modal share to 15%, and is often credited with being a
catalyst to economic development and growth. Significant financial gains could result
from the implementation of a rapid transit network in Hamilton and the Rapid Transit
Feasibility Study outlines how and what the system could look like.
Rapid Transit Team staff have also been working closely with Metrolinx in regards to the
development of their 2009 – 2013 Capital Budget. Although, a draft Investment
Strategy has been released by Metrolinx for public review and comment, to date, there
has been no commitment from Metrolinx to contribute to future operating costs of the
transit systems that are being constructed through the provision of capital dollars from
the Province. This is not to say that avenues to address continued funding and
operating costs will not come in the future, rather Metrolinx has determined that the
public should be provided first with viable transportation alternatives over the next 5 to 7
years, with a review of additional funding opportunities and mechanisms to come in
2013.
From a City perspective, operating costs were evaluated at a very high level, looking at
the impact of LRT versus BRT over the rapid transit corridors and the entire transit
system. Research has continuously indicated that operating costs of LRT are
significantly lower than that of BRT. The two highest operating costs with BRT being
the number of buses in service in addition to the cost of fuel. Less buses along a
corridor, due to the higher capacity of LRT, automatically results in cost savings. This
cost savings can then be translated into additional service elsewhere in the City, to
either existing under serviced areas or to priority feeder services to the primary rapid
transit corridors. Much of the success of other North American LRT systems has been
credited to efficient feeder services, which can also lead to requiring less park n’ ride
facilities along the corridor. Although there is potentially significant cost savings
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between LRT and BRT, all municipalities as part of the GTHA have requested operating
costs from Metrolinx in the future for when the corridors identified in the RTP are
realized.
Rapid Transit Feasibility Study (Phases 1 & 2)
The Rapid Transit Feasibility Study Phase 1 clearly identified that rapid transit along the
identified corridors could be achieved. It contained both overall observations about the
opportunities and constraints of providing rapid transit, and a section-by-section
breakdown of what each corridor would look like if rapid transit is provided. For the
RTFS, it was assumed that the existing right-of-way widths would not be significantly
changed, and that the same corridor design would be used for either BRT or LRT.
The RTFS Phase 1 also identified there are some sections in the corridor where it may
not be possible to provide dedicated lanes for rapid transit without either eliminating onstreet parking and loading, or acquiring significant amounts of property, although upon
further review as part of Phase 2, additional opportunities for lane exclusivity have been
identified. It was also identified in Phase 1 that rapid transit throughout the City would
consist of various cross-sections with rapid transit in some areas being provided in a
median transit way and in other sections within the curb lane.
Specific constraints when looking at constructing a rapid transit system were also
identified as part of Phase 1. The most significant issues being along the A-line which
included transversing the escarpment and the TH & B structure on James Street,
particularly in regards to LRT. Additional functional analysis was determined as being
required in order to address these constraints.
In presenting the initial findings of the RTFS Phase 1 to the public in Spring 2008, there
was overwhelming support for LRT. In order to address both the engineering
constraints identified as part of Phase 1 and to build upon the support and questions
related to LRT in Hamilton, Phase 2 of the RTFS was undertaken, which included an
aggressive public consultation component, and continued to identify overwhelming
support for LRT.
Phase 2 focused on LRT and began to look at the Claremont Access as an alternative
to the constraints of James Mountain Road, reviewed potential lane reduction impacts,
undertook a staging analysis evaluation between the A-line, B-line and sections of both
in terms of possible construction and reviewed the requirements for the future Rapid
Transit Class Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference.
Phase 2 of the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study has determined that it is technically
feasible to use the Claremont Access to address the constraint of the grade of James
Mountain Road. It would likely be more economical to use the Claremont Access as
well. However, there is not enough demand along this route to warrant frequent LRT
service, and key nodes including St. Joseph’s Healthcare (James Street North and St.
Joseph’s Drive site) and the Hunter Street GO Terminal would be missed.
Further review of the impact of losing vehicular travel lanes along the A-line and B-Line
corridors was undertaken in part to address concerns related to the reduction of lanes to
accommodate rapid transit. This review identified that there are few areas that are truly
impacted by the reduction of lanes and that there may be some opportunities for
alternative lane configurations, particularly if LRT is the mode of choice as there is less
width typically required for LRT over BRT. The area surrounding the downtown would
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be most constrained, particularly due to pinch points in areas between Highway 403 and
downtown. There may also be additional engineering practices and design techniques
that may minimize the space required to accommodate rail in certain constrained areas
of the corridors.
Although this preliminary analysis has positive implications on the ability to
accommodate LRT within the identified corridors, staff is continuously aware that the
impact of lane reductions and other potential traffic impacts on both the A-line and Bline will be critical to the success of the overall system. The impacts and the ability to
accommodate both rapid transit and traditional traffic, cyclists and pedestrians within
these same corridors will continue to remain at the forefront of future detailed
engineering studies.
Phase 2 of the RTFS also indicated that of either the B-line or the A-line, preliminary
evaluations suggested that overall the east/west corridor (B-Line) would be the best
initial investment in terms of its cost effectiveness, providing the highest return in terms
of transit mobility. Phase 2 also indicated that additional analysis (RTFS – Phase 3) is
recommended prior to determining a preferred rapid transit corridor for the A-Line given
the constraints and potential options available to service from downtown to the Airport.
In addition, as a result of the endorsement of report PW08074 by Council on June 25,
2008, the A-line BRT (lite) will be initiated in fall 2009 as a result of Metrolinx funding
received earlier this year. This new route will serve the key destinations identified as
part of the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study, including the Airport, Mohawk College, St.
Joseph’s Hospital, GO Transit bus and rail station on Hunter Street, the downtown core,
and ultimately the waterfront. The proposed service will initially operate on limited
service hours, but is expected to expand to full all day service comparable to the
existing B-line. This service will begin to attract new ridership and will aid in the cost
effectiveness in constructing the A-line, once some initial ridership along this corridor
has been established.
Projects Recommended to be Submitted to Metrolinx
One project, the B-Line, is recommended to be submitted to Metrolinx for inclusion in
their first 5-year rolling Capital Budget (2009 – 2013), to be released in November 2008.
The B-Line has been identified as the preferred priority for construction as preliminary
evaluations suggest that overall, the east/west corridor (B-Line) would be the best initial
investment in terms of its cost effectiveness and providing the highest return in terms of
transit mobility. If the maintenance facility is located in the north end, the connection of
the facility to the east/west corridor, along the A-Line, would be cost effective.
An additional project, the planning and design of the A-Line, is recommended to be
submitted to Metrolinx as the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study (Phase 3) in order to
coordinate planning and design for the A-line rapid transit corridor, in conjunction with
the design and construction of the B-line rapid transit corridor. Since the initiation of
rapid transit planning in Hamilton, these two corridors have been linked. In part due to
their interconnectivity, both to the future City of Hamilton rapid transit system and to the
GTHA by connecting to Hamilton’s Regional Transportation hub downtown, but also due
to the potential for an LRT maintenance facility located in the north end of the City,
adjacent to the proposed A-Line.
It is also recommended that given the constraints identified a part of the RTFS Phases 1
and 2, a more detailed analysis comparing James Mountain Road and the Claremont
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Access be carried out as soon as possible. The analysis should include technologies,
ridership potential, costs, service frequency, development potential/impacts, and traffic
impacts. This additional analysis will be considered Phase 3 of the Rapid Transit
Feasibility Study, with a focus strictly on the A-Line. It would be beneficial to continue
the A-Line functional planning in line with the more detailed planning and EA component
for the proposed B-Line, as part of the 2009 – 2013 Metrolinx Capital Budget. This
approach would ensure that once the detail design is completed for the B-Line and
construction has commenced, subject to future Provincial funding, the A-Line detailed
planning would take place.
Although both the A-Line and the B-Line were identified as part of MoveOntario 2020
and evaluated for rapid transit as part of the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study, with details
provided to Council previously in Reports PW08043, PW08043a, PW08043b and
PW08043c, neither the T-line nor the S-Line has been discussed in previous staff
reports, nor has staff undertaken any public consultation specific to these proposed
routes as they were not previously identified as potential future rapid transit corridors
that may be supported by Provinicial funding. However, given the identification of these
corridors in the recently released draft Regional Transportation Plan prepared by
Metrolinx, the potential for Provincial funding of these corridors, (S-Line and T-Line), in
addition to the previously identified A-Line and B-Line, have tremendous implications
towards providing a complete rapid transit system in Hamilton, and to the
interconnectivity of Hamilton as part of the larger Regional area encompassed by the
GTHA.
Appendix C illustrates the proposed T-Line (Hamilton Mohawk) and S-Line (Centennial
Rymal), in addition to the A-Line (James/Upper James) and B-Line (Main/King)
corridors and future potential L-Line (“B-L-A-S-T”). To date, the focus of the Rapid
Transit Feasibility Study Phases 1 and 2, has been on the two routes included in the
MoveOntario 2020 announcement (A-Line and B-Line). However, the timing is now
right to encourage Metrolinx to continue with the long term planning for both the T-Line
and the S-Line.
It should be noted however, that staff, as part of the City of Hamilton review of the draft
Regional Transportation Plan and draft Investment Strategy, will be reviewing whether
the priorities for the S-Line and T-Line should be reversed. Presently, there is
significant infrastructure and land use planning taking place along these corridors
(Upper Cenntennial Parkway and Rymal Road)and by moving the S-Line forward to
within the 25 year plan or earlier of the RTP, and moving the T-line to beyond their 25
year plan, it could allow the City of Hamilton, and potentially Metrolinx and the Province
in the long term, to realize potential significant cost savings and construction efficiencies
as the S-Line would run along Rymal Road and Centennial Parkway, both of which will
undergo some reconstruction in the next 5 years. Requesting this change now as part
of the review process of the draft RTP could potentially allow the City to combine rapid
transit planning and/or construction with planned infrastructure improvements and
required road widening already anticipated. The S-Line would connect the Ancaster
Industrial Park, Elfrida and Eastgate Square, and would provide access to key
destinations, employment lands, and new and recent residential development.
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ALTERNATIVES FOR CONSIDERATION:
Alternative 1 - Delay Options for Consideration
One project, the B-Line using Light Rail Technology, is recommended to be submitted
to Metrolinx for inclusion in their first 5-year rolling Capital Budget (2009 - 2013). An
additional project, the planning and design of the A-Line, is recommended to be
submitted to Metrolinx as the Rapid Transit Feasibility Study (Phase 3) in order to
coordinate planning and design for the A-line rapid transit corridor, in conjunction with
the design and construction of the B-line rapid transit corridor, as part of the Capital
Budget (2009 - 2013), with design and construction funds to be included for the A-Line
in a future (5-year) Capital Budget, utilizing Light Rail Technology. Two additional
projects (S-line and T-line) are recommended for inclusion in their RTP, with priority
being given to the S-line in order to potentially realize significant cost savings and
construction efficiencies.
An alternative is to delay project submission for the consideration of Metrolinx in this
first budget and Regional Transportation Plan. This alternative is not recommended.
Metrolinx has developed a Regional Transportation Plan that encompasses the area
between Hamilton and Durham and includes 6 distinct Regions (Hamilton, Halton, Peel,
York, Toronto and Durham). Each of the Regions within the GTHA have transportation
priorities that have been identified as part of the RTP and each Region is requesting
Provincial funding to construct and operate these systems. Should Hamilton choose to
not submit the B-Line for design and construction funding and the A-line for planning
and design funds to coordinate these project’s as part of the Regional Transportation
Plan’s first capital budget, funding that may presently be available for Hamilton now may
be re-allocated elsewhere within the GTHA. Staff believe that there are definite benefits
to be realized through construction of rapid transit on the B-line in the short term and
coordinated planning for the A-line concurrently.
The B-Line and A-Line are both included in MoveOntario 2020, and are supported by
City of Hamilton approved plans such as the Transportation Master Plan and GRIDS.
As outlined in PW08043, PW08043a, PW08043b and PW08043c, immediate ridership
and development potential are expected as a result of the implementation of the B-Line
and the A-Line connection to the proposed location of the maintenance facility and
connection to the inter-regional transportation hub are important links to the overall
system. The S-Line would follow Centennial Parkway and Rymal Road, both of which
are expected to undergo some level of planning and reconstruction in the next 5 years.
Combining construction of a rapid transit system with other construction efforts would
allow for significant cost savings and would reduce disruptions to users of these major
roads. The T-line which would connect Main Street with Ancaster Meadowlands, along
Mohawk Road, continues to connect Hamilton as part of the overall rapid transit system.
Alternative 2 - Request Additional Project(s) be moved into the 2009 - 2013 Capital
Budget
At this time, it is not recommended that more than one design and construction project
be considered as part of Metrolinx’s 2009 – 2013 Capital Budget. As mentioned
previously, the GTHA consists of 6 distinct Regions, all of which have transportation
needs and priorities. Although Hamilton is ready to proceed to the next stages of
planning, design and construction for the B-Line, it is unrealistic at this time to consider
the construction of these two primary transportation corridors of the City being under
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construction at the same time. However, it would be logical to coordinate the planning
and design for the A-Line at the same time as the design and construction of the B-Line,
as part of the 2009 - 2013 Capital Budget given the interconnectivity, both to the future
City of Hamilton rapid transit system and to the GTHA by connecting to Hamilton’s
Regional Transportation hub downtown, but also due to the potential for an LRT
maintenance facility located in the north end of the City, adjacent to the proposed ALine.
However, should circumstances under which the Capital Budget is being determined
change, and additional funding becomes available, Hamilton will request that the design
and construction of the A-Line become a priority. The inclusion of the continued
functional design of the A-Line as part of the 2009 – 2013 Capital Budget would allow
for the future funding of the A-Line and subsequent quick implementation should the
Pan-Am Games bid for 2015 be successful.
FINANCIAL/STAFFING/LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:
There are no staffing implications associated with the recommendations of this report.
In consultation with other municipalities, staff has learned that successful rapid transit
projects have dedicated Rapid Transit Offices or Special Project Offices. The size of
these offices varies from municipality to municipality.
Rapid transit planning is currently undertaken by Strategic Planning staff, with support
of Transit, Finance and various sections of Planning and Economic Development. No
staff members are dedicated solely to rapid transit initiatives. Depending on the amount
of funding received from Metrolinx and timing within the Capital Budget, the formation of
a Rapid Transit Office/Special Projects Office with dedicated staff will be brought
forward in a future report to Public Works Committee.
Legal Implications:
There are no legal implications associated with the recommendations of this report.
POLICIES AFFECTING PROPOSAL:
As previously outlined in the Background section of this report and expanded upon in
the Analysis/Rationale, the City of Hamilton has numerous policies and plans in place
that support rapid transit in Hamilton. A few of the key documents are outlined below,
with a full list and description of supporting documents included in Appendix E of this
report.
Provincial Policies
1 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) (draft expected July 2008 has been delayed
to September 2008) for the Greater Toronto Hamilton Area (GTHA)
2 MoveOntario 2020
3 Places to Grow (2007)
Hamilton Policies
1
2
3
4

Transportation Master Plan (TMP)
Growth Related Integrated Development Strategy (GRIDS)
Vision 2020
Hamilton Transit Ridership Growth Plan
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The Public Works Strategic Plan includes the goal of being a leader in greening our
community. By providing sustainable transportation options that reduce dependency on
single occupancy vehicles, this goal is achieved.
Light Rail Transit would also advance the work of Clean Air Hamilton and help satisfy
the recommendations of the Air Quality and Climate Change Strategic Plan
(PED06336a) which recommends LRT as an important component of improving the
health of the community and complements the Corporate Energy Policy (PW07127) by
displacing vehicles from the roadway and lessening dependence on oil.
In addition, in December 2007 City Council approved a new vision statement, which is
“to be the best city in Canada to raise a child, promote innovation, engage citizens and
provide diverse economic opportunities”. The provision of an improved rapid transit
system for the City will bring benefits beyond that of just a transit system. It is about the
interrelationships between transportation modes and choices and land use, and can be
a catalyst for growth and economic development. More specifically, the endorsement of
a light rail transit system in Hamilton meets some of the short term goals of a forward
thinking Council including:
•
•
•
•

To always act as a Team
To provide high quality services
To ensure a prosperous environment
To be an organization that thrives on innovation

RELEVANT CONSULTATION:
There has been a lot of interest in the community since initial discussions regarding
Rapid Transit began in April 2008. Since that time, as a result of the media coverage,
community interest and the public outreach exercises undertaken by staff, excitement
for the initiative has grown and staff have been able to keep the momentum high and
have kept rapid transit at the forefront of discussions.
Staff has indicated to the public that comments on Rapid Transit are always welcome
either through the project website www.hamilton.ca/rapid-transit, direct project e-mail
rapidtransit@hamilton.ca or in person.
In addition, consultation on the Rapid Transit Initiative has included Public Works
(Transit, Capital Planning & Implementation, Energy, Fleet & Facilities , Operations &
Maintenance), Planning and Economic Development (Development Planning,
Community Planning, Downtown and Community Renewal, Strategic Services and
Special Projects, Real Estate, Parking and By-law Services), Corporate Services,
Community Services and Public Health Services.
Public Works has continued to work collaboratively with Planning and Economic
Development in this process as the project is of true importance to the City as a whole
with great economic potential and has implications to the Nodes and Corridors Policies
of the Official Plan, Zoning By-laws and the Urban Structure Plan. There will also be a
role for Public Health Services to play, especially in the area of improved air quality as a
result of rapid transit implementation, Community Services, in regards to station design
and residential intensification along the corridors.
The economic review has
strengthened the need for this continued collaboration between internal City
departments, stakeholders and the general public. Consultation is imperative to the
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success of the rapid transit initiative and will be an on-going and evolving process with
all interested parties, stakeholders and the general public.
The Rapid Transit Study Team has also kept in close contact with Metrolinx and believe
there to be a strong and respectful relationship between the Province and the City of
Hamilton. Both agencies ultimate goal is to develop a successful rapid transit system
that will have both Regional connectivity implications as well as spur both the local and
provincial economies through the production of jobs and improved quality of life within
the GTHA. This relationship will only improve as Hamilton staff and Metrolinx staff
continue to move towards making rapid transit in Hamilton a reality.
CITY STRATEGIC COMMITMENT:
By evaluating the “Triple Bottom Line”, (community, environment, economic implications) we can make
choices that create value across all three bottom lines, moving us closer to our vision for a sustainable
community, and Provincial interests.
Community Well-Being is enhanced.
; Yes
No
Community well-being is enhanced through the support of increased use of transit and other sustainable
modes of transportation. Public health is improved through a reduction in emissions and an increase in
active transportation.
Environmental Well-Being is enhanced.
; Yes
No
A sustainable transportation network provides many options for the movement of people; singleoccupancy vehicle-dependency is reduced.
Economic Well-Being is enhanced.
; Yes
No
Compact, mixed use development minimizes land consumption and servicing costs. Rapid Transit lines
can initiate higher levels of economic development.
Does the option you are recommending create value across all three bottom lines?
; Yes
No
Municipal Class EA process by its very nature considers natural, social and economic impact.
Do the options you are recommending make Hamilton a City of choice for high performance
public servants?
; Yes
No
A highly functional and sustainable transit system provides a viable transportation option for those
commuting to/from work and has been shown to attract creative and ambitious staff to live and work in the
same community.
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Appendix A - Staff Comments to Metrolinx on Green Papers
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NOTE: Map to be provided in a more legible format (on a presentation
board) at the October 20, 2008, Public Works Committee Meeting.
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Appendix B – Staff Comments to Metrolinx on White Papers
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Appendix C –Rapid Transit Routes for Submission to Metrolinx “B-L-A-S-T”
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Appendix D - Chronology of Events
EVENT

DATE

OUTCOME

Transportation
Master Plan
MoveOntario
2020 Plan
Rapid Transit
Feasibility
Study (RTFS)
(Phase 1)

Feb 2007

Public Works
Committee /
Council
Public
Consultation
(Phase 1)

April 14 / April 25
2008

Public Works
Committee /
Council

June 16 / June
25 2008

Rapid Transit
Feasibility
Study (Phase
2)

June – Sept 2008

Public
Consultation
(Phase 2)

June – Sept 2008

Rapid Transit
Road Trip
Public Works
Committee /
Council
Metrolinx

Sept 2 – Sept 5
2008
Sept 15 / Sept 17
2008

-Rapid Transit in the form of BRT endorsed by Council along three
(3) City of Hamilton Corridors with long term vision of LRT
-$17.5 billion plan for Rapid Transit in the GTHA, including two (2)
corridors in Hamilton that had previously been identified in the TMP.
-Study to investigate the major considerations in route selection,
technology (LRT or BRT) and the identification of opportunities and
constraints of each type of system.
-Discussions with the Province (Metrolinx) in regards to
MoveOntario 2020 and what this means for Hamilton.
-Staff Report PW08043 endorsed.
-Recommendation approved to release findings of the RTFS to the
public and initiate public consultation.
-Participation in Hamilton Light Rail Workshop on May 1
-Public Information Centres (PICs) held May 6 and May 8.
-Extensive media coverage (print, radio and TV)
-Stakeholder consultation (Chamber of Commerce, Hamilton
Burlington Real Estate Association, BIA’s, Hamilton International
Airport etc)
-Staff Report PW08043a endorsed.
-Recommendation to continue with Phase 2 of the RTFS with focus
on LRT, continued public consultation and continued
communication with Metrolinx in regards to their proposed 5-year
Capital Budget (Nov 2008).
-Study to investigate alternatives to using James Mountain Road,
focus on LRT, project priorities and staging.
-Preliminary economic review of other municipalities and system
development research.
-Discussions with the Province (Metrolinx) in regards to
MoveOntario 2020 and what this means for Hamilton.
-Extensive outreach using the media for solicitation of public input
(print and radio); surveys made available on-line, and at public
offices, municipal service centres and public facilities.
-June 2008 Newsletter Update to mailing list
-Lunch & Learn Sessions (July 24 & July 25)
-Lunch Public Information Sessions (July 28)
-Attendance at Community Events and Fairs
-Stakeholder consultation (HHHBA, Eastgate Square, Lime Ridge
Mall, St. Joseph’s Health Care, BIA’s, Hamilton Roundtable for
Poverty Reduction)
-Continued media coverage (print, radio, TV)
-Rapid Transit Study Team and City Officials visit Charlotte North
Carolina, Portland Oregon & Calgary Alberta
-Information Report PW08043b on Public Consultation - received

June 2007
Nov 2007 - May
2008

April - June 2008

Sept 26 2008

Public Works
Committee /
Council

Oct 6 / Oct 15
2008

Public Works
Committee /
Council

Oct 20 / Oct 29
2008

-draft RTP and draft Investment Strategy released and approved by
the Metrolinx Board
-Staff Report PW08043c endorsed.
-Technical report on RTFS - Phase 2 received for information
purposes and forwarded to Metrolinx for their consideration in the
development of their 5-year Capital Plan (Nov 2008).
TODAY
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Appendix E - Why is Hamilton Ready?
Document
•

•
Vision 2020
1992

•

•
Ontario
Greenbelt Plan
2005

•
•
•

Places to Grow
Act
2005

•
•
•
•

Growth Related
Integrated
Development
Strategy
(GRIDS)
May 2006

•

•

Description
Guidelines, indicators and
reports intended to lead
Hamilton in its sustainable
development
Applies to economic, social,
and environmental aspects of
the City’s development.
Aims to integrate sustainable
development principles into
the City’s plans, policies and
operations.

Identifies a protected area
around the Greater Golden
limiting urban development
Areas found in the Greenbelt
Plan are deemed unsuitable
for future urbanization.
The foundation on which
Places to Grow was built
Control growth and
development in Ontario in
such a way that “supports
economic prosperity, protects
the environment and helps
communities achieve a high
quality of life”
Helps develop regional growth
plans which are used to guide
government investments.
Designates Hamilton as an
Urban Growth Centre
Growth Management Strategy
for Hamilton to 2031
Identified growth structure of
“Nodes and Corridors”;
Intensification as a tool to
create complete communities
of which Rapid Transit is a key
component.
Identifies employment areas in
the City including the Airport
Employment Growth District.
Transit is needed to access
these employment areas

Light Rail Transit Benefit
LRT helps to satisfy many of the goals of
Vision 2020 which are community based,
fiscally minded and sustainable. These
include:
• Local Economy: helps to create jobs,
attract business and development,
and improve accessibility to major city
areas and services.
• Consumes Less Energy
• Improves Air Quality
• Provides alternative modes of
transportation
• Changes land use in the urban area
• Improves community health, well
being and capacity building
• Can direct development along
corridors suitable for intensification
thereby drawing more people to these
areas

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

A tool to help acheive Hamilton’s
existing intensification goals
Implements a system could help
generate higher densities and mixed
use developments, which in turn curb
urban sprawl
Helps satisfy the goals of the Places
to Grow Act

Construction can contribute to higher
densities of population and
employment along the corridors and in
the vicinity of the station areas.
Quickly and conveniently connects
nodes
Is supportive of the nodes and
corridors land use planning concepts
developed through GRIDS
Can spur economic development,
attract businesses, increase land
values and generate property taxes
along transit corridors and at transit
nodes.
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Document
•
Transportation
Master Plan
(TMP)
February 2007

•

Description
Policies and strategies for the
transportation network to 2031
Preferred strategy is to rely on
transit and transportation
demand management in
combination with road
optimization measures.

•
•
•
•

•
•

Public Works
Strategic Plan
2007

•

•

Residential
Intensification
Study
February 2007

•

•

•

Commercial
Strategy Study
February 2007

•

•
Corporate
Energy Policy
November 2007

•
•

Guides Public Works to 2017
Addresses issues and
opportunities identified in a
department-wide Employee
Survey
Outlines specific activities that
will direct Public Works in
achieving their vision which is
to be recognized as the centre
of environmental and
innovative excellence in
Canada
Identifies drivers and
opportunities for residential
intensification
Indicates that increased
intensification can support
transit including higher order
transit.
For intensification to become
more appealing, transit should
be available
High level comprehensive
planning study to inform and
direct the development of a
new approach to commercial
land use planning for the City
Recommended commercial
and mixed use areas be
directed to “nodes” which can
facilitate higher order transit.

Facilitate the achievement of
City-wide energy reduction
targets
Address legislated reporting
requirements
Provide for ongoing Energy
Monitoring and Targeting of

•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Light Rail Transit Benefit
Can help reduce single occupancy
vehicle use
Can help achieve HTMP targets of
20% reduction in vehicle kilometres
travelled over current trends
Increases the transit modal share to
15%
Act as a catalyst for economic
development and growth.
Addresses the priority for Public
Works to be a leader in the greening
and stewardship of the city.
Helps further information sharing
since LRT requires expertise in a
variety of disciplines and will require
people to have multi-faceted
knowledge.
Requires collaboration across a
variety of divisions which will enable
responsibility sharing throughout the
City.
Can facilitate intensification in areas
such as downtowns and help with
revitalization efforts.
LRT nodes promote dense residential
and commercial development near
stations.

The provision of rapid transit can
contribute to the success of mixed use
commercial areas in a number of
ways including:
Developing pedestrian oriented
streetscapes
Encouraging dense and highly
desirable development areas
Improve the accessibility of areas
along the transit corridor which can
improve employee and customer
transportation convenience
Does not depend depleting fuel
sources such as diesel or natural gas.
May become more sustainable as its
power supply shifts to renewable
sources of energy (i.e. solar)
Eliminates dependence on oil which
can save the City’s budget from high
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Document
•
•

•

Description
utility usage
Define policies related to
energy procurement.
Policy calls for a 20%cut in the
energy intensity of city-owned
facilities and operations by
2020.

•

•

Light Rail Transit Benefit
cost over runs which occur when the
price of oil climbs.
Energy efficient and displaces
automobiles from City roads, providing
a two factor strategy to reduce energy
dependence.
Reduces the impact of fuelling public
vehicles, since most areas of the City
would be rail or rapid transit
accessible
Reduces reliance on automobiles (one
of the largest contributors to climate
change)
Reduces urban sprawl
Decreases energy requirements

Seeks immediate action on
•
projects currently underway to
mitigate the effects of climate
Air Quality and
change.
Climate Change
•
Strategic Plan • The report refers to
•
(AQ&CC)
transportation, the greening of
2008
the built environment and
adaptive planning to prepare
for climate change.
Vision: To be the best place in Canada to raise a child, promote innovation,
engage citizens and provide diverse economic opportunities
Strategic Themes: Image & Job Creation
Focus Areas:
•
Skilled, Innovative and Respectful Organization
Corporate
Strategic Plan • Financially Sustainable
• Effective Intergovernmental Relations
2008
• Growing our Economy
• Social Development
• Environmental Stewardship
• Healthy Community
• Refines the Nodes and Corridors approach as outlined in GRIDS
• Details the transportation function for each node – identifies nodes as
important transit hubs for higher order transit
Draft Urban
• Highlights opportunity for transit - higher order nodes also identified as
Structure Plan
transit hubs
on-going
• Encourages transit supportive land uses along corridors and nodes
• Nodes and corridors are directed to contain a mix of uses, both compliment
and support higher order transit – densities in these areas also should be
transit supportive
• New Official Plan will contain new transportation policies which are
supportive of rapid transit in accordance with Urban Structure Plan
• Specific subsection recognizing potential role of rapid transit and
encourages further investigation and study
Draft New
• Other Transportation policies encourage connectivity with other
Official Plan
transportation modes including active transportation
on-going
• Overall direction with transportation policies is to provide improved mode
choice
• Other land use policies supportive of higher order transit (i.e. densities in
many areas will be supportive of Rapid Transit)

